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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 15 and 17-18 are amended and claim 38 is cancejed in the amendment 
filed on 10/15/2007. Claims 1-37 and 39-40 are pending in this application. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Joe Petrokaitis. Reg. No. 38,995 on December 21. 2007 

Please amend the application as follow: 
Specification 

Please replace this paragraph 

Th e inv e ntion can take the form. of a comput e r program product acc e ss i ble from a 
comput e r usabl e or comput e r r e adabl e m e dium prov i d i ng program cod e for us e by or in 
conn e ction with a comput e r or any instruction oxooution system. For the purposes of 
his description, a computer usabl e or comput e r readable m e dium can be any apparatus 
that can conta i n, store, communicat e , propagate, or transport th e program for us e by or 
in connoction w i th th e i nstruction e x e cution sy s t e m, apparatus, or devic e . Th e m e d i um 
can b e an ele ctron i c, magn e t i c, opt i cal, e lectromagn e t i c, i nfrar e d, or s e miconductor 
syst e m (or apparatus or device) or a propagat i on m e d i um. Exampl e s of a comput e r - 
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readab l e medium inolude a som i oonduGtor or so li d state momory, magnet i c tape, a 
r e movable oomputor diskotto, a random accoss memory (RAM), a road only memory 
(ROM), a rig i d magnetic disk and an optica l d i sk. Cunront e xamples of optical dickc 
include compact d i sk road on l y momory (CD ROM), compact disk road/write (CD 
R/W) and DVD. 
with this paragraph 

The invention can take the form of a computer program product accessible from a 
computer-usable or computer-readable medium providing program code for use bv or In 
connection with a computer or anv instruction execution svstem. Examples of a 
computer-readable medium include a semiconductor or solid state memory, magnetic 
tape, a removable computer diskette, a random access memorv (RAM), a read-onlv 
memorv (ROM), a rigid magnetic disk and an optical disk. Current examples of optical 
disks include compact disk - read onlv memory (CD-ROM), compact disk - read/write 
(CD-R/W) and DVD. 

Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for obtaining information from a relational database, 
comprising the steps of: 

formulating a text query to retrieve data from the relational database, 
where a first portion of the text query specifies the data to be retrieved 
and a second portion of the text query specifies a format for graphing the data; 
transmitting the text query to the relational database , wherein the first portion of the text 
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query and the second portion of the text query are formatted in a structured query 
lanquaqe (SQL) : 

executing the text query; 

returning data from the relational database in accordance with the text query; af^ 
interpreting the text query in accordance with the structured query language 

(SQL) having keywords and syntax for specifying said format, wherein said keywords 

are for a SQL data plotting extension and wherein said syntax recognizes said 

keywords for graphing the data: and 

presenting the data in accordance with said forma t, wherein the graphical image 

is one of a line graph, a horizontal bar chart, a vertical bar chart, a pie chart, a scatter 

plot, a contour plot, and a wafer map, in accordance with a keyword in the second 

portion of the text guery . 

2. (Cancelled). 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Cancelled). 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for querying a relational database, comprising the 
steps of: 

specifying the data to be returned from the relational database in a first portion of 
a text query; 

specifying a format for graphing the data in a second portion of the text query; 

and 
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executing the text query, thereby returning the data as a graphical image in 
accordance with said format; 

wherein the first portion of the text query and the second portion of the text query 
are in a structured query lanquaqe (SQL), wherein the SQL includes keywords and 
syntax for specifying said format, wherein said keywords are for a SQL data plotting 
extension and wherein said syntax recognizes said keywords for graphing the data and 
wherein the graphical image is one of a line graph, a horizontal bar chart, a vertical bar 
chart, a pie chart, a scatter plot, a contour plot, and a wafer map, in accordance with a 
keyword in the second portion of the text guery. 

10. (Cancelled). 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Cancelled). 

1 5. (Currently amended) A system for retrieying and presenting data from a relational 
database, comprising: 

the relational database; 

an input device for entering a database text query, where a first portion of the text 
query specifies the data to be retrieved and a second portion of the text query specifies 
a format for graphing the data; 

a device for executing the text query; 
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a device for interpreting the text query, where said device is effective to format 
the data for presentation in graphical form; and 

an output device for presenting the data as a graphical image in accordance with 
said format; 

wherein the text querv is formulated in a structured ouerv language (SQL), 
wherein the graphical image is a representation of the data in ASCII format wherein 
ASCII format is American Standard Code for Information Exchange, wherein said 
kevwords are for a SQL data plotting extension and wherein said svntax recognizes 
said kevwords for graphing the data and wherein the graphical image is one of a line 
graph, a horizontal bar chart, a vertical bar chart, a pie chart, a scatter plot, a contour 
plot, and a wafer map, in accordance with a kevword in the second portion of the text 
query. 

16. (Cancelled). 

21 . (Cancelled). 

22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Cancelled). 

24. (Cun'ently Amended) A computer program product comprising a computer- 
readable storage medium having stored therein instructions for obtaining information 
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from a relational database, wherein the instructions when executed on a computer 
causes the computer to: 

query the relational database to retrieve data therefrom in accordance with a text 
query from a user, where a first portion of the text query specifies the data to be 
retrieved and a second portion of the text query specifies a format for graphing the dataj^ 
wherein the first portion of the text guen/ and the second portion of the text guerv are 
formulated in a structured guerv language (SQL) : 

transmit the text query to the relational database; 
execute the text query; 

return data from the relational database in accordance with the query; 
interpreting the text guerv in accordance with the structured guerv language (SQL) 
having kevwords and svntax for specifving said format, wherein said kevwords are for a 
SQL data plotting extension and wherein said svntax recognizes said kevwords for 
graphing the data: and 

present the data in accordance with said format, wherein the graphical image is 
one of a line graph, a horizontal bar chart, a vertical bar chart, a pie chart, a scatter plot, 
a contour plot and a wafer map, in accordance with a keyword in the second portion of 
the text guerv. 

25. (Cancelled). 
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* 

28. (Cancelled). 

29. (Cancelled). 

31 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a computer usable 
storage medium having computer usable program code for obtaining information from a 
relational database, said computer program product including: 

computer usable program code for querying the relational database to retrieve 
data therefrom in accordance with a text query from a user, where a first portion of the 
text query specifies the data to be retrieved and a second portion of the text query 
specifies a format for graphing the data, wherein the first portion of the text guerv and 
the second portion of the text query are formulated in a structured query language 
j[SQU; 

computer usable program code for transmitting the text query to the relational 
database; 

computer usable program code for executing the text query; 

computer usable program code for returning the data from the relational 
database in accordance with the text query; 

computer usable program code for interpreting the text guerv in accordance with 
the structure guerv language (SQL) having keywords and syntax for specifying said 
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format, wherein said keywords are for a SQL data plotting extension and wherein said 
syntax recognizes said keywords for graphing the data: and 

computer usable program code for presenting the data in accordance with said 
forma t, wherein the graphical image is one of the line graph, a horizontal bar chart, a 
yertical bar chart, a pie chart, scatter plot, a contour plot, and a wafer map, in 
accordance with a keyword in the second portion of the text guery . 

30. (Cancelled). 

35. (Cancelled). 

36. (Cancelled). 

39. (Cancelled). 

40. (Cancelled). 

« 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1, 3-4, 7-9, 11-12, 15, 17-20, 24-27, 30-31, 33-34 and 37 are allowed 
over prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
As to claim 1 , the examiner agrees with the applicant argument on page 12 filed 
on 10/15/2007 "Herbert fails to disclose or suggest the recited "formulating a text query 
to retrieve data from the relational database, where a first portion of the text query 
specifies the data to be retrieved and a second portion of the text query specifies a 
format for graphing the data." Furthermore, Herbert also fails to disclose "for 
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interpreting the text query in accordance with a structure query language (SQL) having 
keywords and syntax for specifying said format, wherein said keywords are for a SQL 
data plotting extension and wherein said syntax recognizes said keywords for graphing 
the data." 

Claims 3-4 and 7-8 are depended on claim 1; therefore, claims 3-4 and 7-8 are 
allowed under the same reason as to claim 1 . 

Claim 9 is a method for performing the similar steps in the claim 1 ; therefore, 
claim 8 is allowed under the same reason as to claim 1 . 

Claim 11-12 are depended on claim 9; therefore, claims 11-12 are allowed under 
the same reason as to claim 9. 

Claim 15 is a system for performing the same steps as to claim 1 ; therefore, 
claim 15 is allowed under the same reason as to claim 1 . 

Claims 17-20 are depended on claim 15; therefore, claim 15 is allowed under the 
same reason as to claim 15. 

Claim 24 is a computer program product comprising a computer readable 
storage medium having stored therein instructions... when executed to on the computer 
cause the computer to perform the steps as recited in claim 1 ; therefore, claim 24 is 
allowed under the same reason as to claim 24. 

Claims 26-27 and 30 are depended on claim 24; therefore, claim 26-27 and 30 
are allowed under the same reason as to claim 24. 



Application/Control Number: Page 1 1 

10/711,559 

Art Unit: 2162 

Claims 31 is a computer program product comprising a computer usable medium 
having computer usable program code... for perform the steps as recited in claim 1; 
therefore, claim 31 Is allowed under the same reason as to claim 1. 

Claim 33-34 and 37 are depended on claim 31 ; therefore, claims 33-34 and 37 
are allowed under the same reason as to claim 31 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nayyar, Kara. Q-SQL: support for graph generation, India Annual Conference, 2004, 
Proceedings of the IEEE Indicon, pages 521-524, December 20-22, 2004. 

Nayyar et al. Graph Definition Language forG-SQL, INDICON, 2005, Annual IEEE, 
pages 171-175, December 11-13, 2005. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Baoquoc N. To whose telephone number is at 571-272- 
4041 , or unofficial fax number for the purpose of discussion (571) 273-4041 or via e- 
mail BaoquocN.To@uspto.gov, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached at 571-272-4107. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 



The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follow: 

(571) 273-8300 [Official Communication] 



BQTo 

December 21st, 2007 





